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Stillwater Kiwanian and Salvation Army 
Advisory Board Member on the Front Lines
McComb, Mississippi (September 6, 2008) – The Salvation Army has been very busy serving those affected by Hurricane Gustav.   Carlene Campbell, a Kiwanian and Stillwater Salvation Army Advisory Board member arrived in McComb on Tuesday evening.  Carlene is serving with an Incident Command Team made up of officers around the Arkansas-Oklahoma Division of The Salvation Army in McComb, Mississippi.  She was originally deployed to Shreveport, LA; however, there was a need in McComb where the incident command staff was sent to assess the need and provide needed services.   Two other Kiwanians are serving in McComb:  Jim and Donna Hampton.
Just today, Carlene and the other Kiwanians, employees and volunteers were part of the feeding operation involving four officers, three employees and nine volunteers.   2,811 meals were served as well as 2,040 drinks and 325 snacks.   Since Wednesday morning when service began, 15,644 meals have been served as well as thousands of drinks and snacks.   Carlene states “Even as we are winding down our operations here in Mississippi, we are preparing for yet another storm.  We don’t know where the storm is going to hit, but you can count on The Salvation Army to be prepared and ready when it does.  Kiwanis is proud to volunteer and help out those in need.”   Recently, the Texas-Oklahoma District of Kiwanis helped purchase a mobile feeding unit (canteen) to help serve those in need.
In McComb, damage from the hurricane caused power outages.  As the power has returned, the need for mobile feeding units (canteens) has decreased.   On Sunday, September 7, Carlene and the Incident Command Staff, employees and other volunteers will head to Baton Rouge, Louisiana to assist in the efforts of The Salvation Army to provide needed services in and around the area.   Several pockets of power outages, including entire parishes, are without power and need help due to the affects of Hurricane Gustav.
Oklahoma also has Officers, employees, and volunteers deployed from Altus, Ardmore, Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Oklahoma along with personnel from Mountain Home, Arkansas helping with those impacted by Hurricane Gustav.   There are currently four canteens (mobile feeding units) from the Arkansas-Oklahoma division deployed to Louisiana and Mississippi.
The Salvation Army – Arkansas-Oklahoma division has served over 94,000 meals since the response began on August 30.  Nine canteens were deployed as well as over 100 volunteers, employees and officers.  It is expected the Army will serve 15,000 – 20,000 meals per day in Baton Rouge for at least ten days.  Some parishes will need help for an estimated five to six weeks.

The Salvation Army units in Georgia, Florida and the Carolina coastal regions are preparing for Tropical Storm Hanna while keeping an eye on Hurricane Ike and Tropical Storm Josephine.

The Salvation Army asks people who want to help those affected by Hurricane Gustav to visit www.salvationarmyusa.org or call 1-800-SAL-ARMY.  Monetary donations are needed to meet the most immediate needs of those impacted by the storm.  A $100 donation will feed a family of four for two days and will provide two cases of drinking water and one clean-up kit (containing brooms, mops, buckets and cleaning supplies).  The Salvation Army currently is not accepting donations of clothing and furniture for storm victims; however, please continue supporting your local Salvation Army thrift store and the much needed programs your in-kind gifts support.
About The Salvation Army:

The Salvation Army, an evangelical part of the universal Christian church, has been supporting those in need in His name without discrimination since 1865. Nearly 33 million Americans receive assistance from The Salvation Army each year through provides food for the hungry, relief for disaster victims, assistance for the disabled, outreach to the elderly and ill, clothing, shelter and opportunities for underprivileged children. About 83 cents of every dollar raised is used to support those services in nearly 9,000 communities nationwide. For more information go to http://www.salvationarmyusa.org, call 1-800-SAL-ARMY, or send a check to your local Salvation Army earmarked for disaster relief.  
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